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Team Challenge: Deuces Wild! 
 

This December, 29 participants on North Texas’ Team Challenge 
will cross the finish line at the Las Vegas’ Rock’n’Roll Half     
Marathon. This Team Challenge is the largest team that North 
Texas has ever had and to-date. For the past 11 weeks, they 
have been training and raising funds. As a group they have run/
walked 253 miles and raised over $84,000 to fund IBD research. 
That’s incredible!  
 

Congratulations to the Top 5 Team Challenge fundraisers:  
● Sasha & David $30,432  ● Carly Bragg $8,450 

● Linda Christie $4,340 ● Amie Gilmore $4,250 

● Robert Cunningham $3,625 

Zoe Robbins is this season’s honored hero. She is 13 years old 

and has Crohn’s disease. Prior to being diagnosed, Zoe was sick 

for several years with fevers and knee pain. After seeing seven 

different specialists and many tests, Zoe was diagnosed in 2011. 

For Zoe, it is difficult explaining to friends and teachers at school 

why she is absent so often. “It’s awkward and embarrassing   

explaining intestinal issues to anyone that asks,” says Zoe. But in 

spite of her situation, Zoe stays positive and knows that it will 

get better.  She surrounds herself with people who can relate. 

Zoe says, “I know that I‘m fighting a battle like all other people 

with Crohn’s and Colitis & that I’ll NEVER give up fighting!” 

Good luck to all of North Texas’ Team Challenge Participants as 

they Rock the Strip in Vegas!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• November 15, 2012: Breakthroughs in IBD Research Webcast  
• December 1-7, 2012: IBD Awareness Week 
• December 2, 2012: Las Vegas Rock’n’Roll Half Marathon  
• December 15, 2012: Bowling for Bowels– Strike Out Crohn’s & Colitis  
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NEED HELP? Contact the Information Resource Center at 888.694.8872. 

A message 
from the   

Community  
Development 
Director,  
Jacquelin 
Leech  

 

I want to take this 
opportunity to    formally intro-
duce myself. I joined CCFA 
North Texas in June of this 
year. I grew up in Grand Prairie 
and attended the University of 
North Texas where I  received 
a BA in  Journalism with a              
concentration in Publ ic        
Relations. I have gained    
valuable non-profit experience 
serving as Executive Director 
for the Muscular Dystrophy          
Association prior to CCFA. In 
my spare time, I enjoy Bikram 
yoga and spending time with 
my husband Jonathan and our 
rescue Lab Emma. I am       
excited to join CCFA and look 
forward to making a difference 
here with the North Texas 
Community and carrying out 
CCFA’s mission to improve the 
quality of life for those living 
with Crohn’s disease and      
ulcerative colitis.  

Honor your loved ones this holiday with a Tribute Card:  Making a donation in honor of or in    
memory of a friend or loved one is a meaningful way of helping CCFA in our quest to find cures for Crohn’s 
disease and ulcerative colitis. Your tribute gift to CCFA is a compassionate gesture that will make a        
difference in the lives of people with IBD.  Your tribute gift can be mailed to our office or charged to a 
credit card by calling 972-386-0607 or emailing vthomas@ccfa.org  

Take Steps Honored Heroes 
Stomp Out Crohn’s  

 

Maurie and Derek Dodson are two of our Fort Worth 
Take Steps’ Honored Heroes. The Dodson family lives in 
Stephenville, Texas. Both Maurie and Derek share a   
special bond as father and daughter. They have many 
things in common including their love of music and   
singing at church. In addition, they both suffer from the 
daily effects of Crohn’s disease.  
 

Derek sees his lifelong struggle with Crohn’s as a blessing 
that can help his daughter adjust 
to a new normal. He said, 
“Maurie’s diagnosis has helped 
me to find a renewed focus in 
the fight to find a cure for 
Crohn’s.” Maurie and Derek each 
have Remicade infusions every 6 
to 8 weeks and as a result, have 
more good days than bad.  
 

Maurie does not let her pain 
keep her down. In her spare 
time, Maurie takes dance classes 
and is a member of the Junior 
High band. Maurie’s school had a 
special pep rally in honor of her and the Take Steps 
Walk. The cheerleaders created a “Stomp Out Crohn’s” 
cheer and encouraged the crowd to join in. Go to http://
www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=10151508169773298 
to see Henderson Junior High School cheerleaders’ cheer.  
 

This is the second year that the Dodson family has 
formed a team to raise funds and awareness for Crohn’s 
disease for Take Steps. Their team name is “Gut It Out”.   



The North Texas Chapter Office has moved. Please note our new address: 
12801 N. Central Expressway, Suite 530,  Dallas, Texas 75243.  
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CCFA North Texas Upcoming Events  

Register today for CCFA’s Breakthroughs in IBD Research Webcast  
 

Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 
Time: 7:00 PM – 8:15 PM Central 
 

Join us for a free interactive webcast/teleconference on the latest research in 
IBD! Research on Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis has increased          
tremendously in recent years, leading to exciting discoveries. This advanced, 
interactive webcast/teleconference will explore the latest breakthroughs in IBD 
research, including microbiome and biomarker discoveries. New targets for 
treatment will also be discussed, and participants will learn how they can be 
involved in IBD research. 
 

Go to http://online.ccfa.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=118761 to register 
today! 

Crohn’s & Colitis Awareness Week 
 
Date: December 1-7, 2012 
 
In 2011, the US Senate declared December 1st through 7th as Crohn’s and  
Colitis Awareness Week. We encourage you to join CCFA in spreading     
awareness by getting involved in the following ways:  
 
• Write to their House Representatives and encourage them to join the 
Crohn’s and Colitis Caucus at http://capwiz.com/ccfa/home/ 
• “Like” the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America North Texas Chapter on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/ccfanorthtexas 
• Change your Facebook status to: I’m supporting Crohn’s and Colitis   
Awareness week and you should too!  
• Change your profile picture to our logo.  
• Visit www.ccfa.org to learn more about these diseases 

Pediatric  
Support 
Groups  
 
Dallas 
Parent Chat meets 
quarterly.  
For more info, 
about our next 
meeting contact 
CCFA at 
972.386.0607 
 
IBD Teen Group at 
Children’s Medical 
Center. Meeting 
times vary. For 
more info, contact 
Gabby Reed at 
214.456.8011 

 
Fort Worth 
Pediatric Group at 
Cook Children’s 
Hospital. Meets 
third Tuesday of 
each month at 6:00 
p.m. For more info, 
contact Brenda 
Sonnier at 
682.885.4822 
 
To find a CCFA 
support group near 
you, please visit 
www.ccfa.org/
chapters/ntexas/
supportgroups 

Bowling for Bowels– Strike Out Crohn’s & Colitis  
 
Date: December 15, 2012 
Time: 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Location: AMF Lewisville  
 
Help CCFA North Texas Strike Out Crohn’s disease and ulcerative 
colitis on December 15th at our Bowling for Bowels event. The  fundraising 
goal is $500 per team. That means each bowler should raise at least $100 and 
receive free bowling for two hours and a t-shirt. Register your bowling team 
today at www.ccfa.org/chapters/ntexas and help strike out IBD! 



Current CCFA Research Study: CCFA Partners 
 

CCFA Partners is seeking patients 18 years and older who have been diagnosed with Crohn’s 

disease or ulcerative colitis to participate in this internet-based research initiative. If you 

choose to participate, we will ask you to provide detailed information about your disease and 

treatment in an online survey. If you are a patient with IBD, we hope you will consider    

helping us with contributing to research aimed at improving the quality of life of IBD patients. 

To participate in CCFA Partners research study, go to ccfa.org/resources/ccfa-partners  

CCFA North Texas ●12801 N. Central Expressway, Suite 530 ● Dallas, Texas 75243 ● 972.386.0607 

19th Annual Putt for a Purpose Golf Tournament a huge success 
 

On October 15, 2012, over 130 golfers teed off at Cowboys Golf Club in Grapevine to 
raise money and awareness for IBD. The 19th Annual Putt for a Purpose golf         
tournament benefiting CCFA was a big success raising just over $82,000. The event 
consisted of a scramble golf tournament, raffle, live auction, dinner and awards     

ceremony.  Golfers enjoyed a top-notch goodie 
bag and $110 certificate to shop in the on-site 
Nike Concept store good for Nike Golf apparel.  
 

A very special thank you goes to our wonderful 
Golf Committee Chair and Leadership Council 
President, Tammy Walsh, whose tireless efforts 
and continued support made the event a huge 
success.  We would also like to thank all of the 
volunteers, especially the golf committee   
members, who gave their time and talents to 
make this Putt 
for a Purpose 

Golf Tournament happen. Congratulations to all of you 
on a job well done! We hope to see you all back next 
year for our 20th Annual Putt for a Purpose Golf   
Tournament.  
 

Thank you our generous sponsors: Aimbridge        
Hospitality, Baylor Medical Center Plano, Cantey 
Hanger LLP, CDW,   CommScope, Digestive Health    
Associates of Texas, Fox Byrd, General Dynamics, Jack-
son Walker LLP, MedSynergies, Nokia, Park Place Motorcars, Presence of IT, Skechers, 
State Farm, TSA and Yum! Brands.  
 

A big THANK YOU to our Golf Committee Members: Barbara Adamson, Carl Griffith, 
Rob Hunt, Mousumi Johnson, Jeanne Mitchell, Mike Moran, JoBeth & Tommy Morris, 
Tammy & Pete Walsh. 

Thank You Presence of IT for your support 

and Nike Concept Store sponsorship!  

Tammy Walsh, Jeanne Mitchell and 

Stephen Kowal with CommScope 


