
 
 

Supporting Research and Setting the Agenda 

CCFA is a leading supporter and funder of medical research in Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis. We invest our 

dollars wisely, funding the best IBD research anywhere in the world and implementing a peer-review process that 

ensures that only the most promising and relevant grant applications are 

funded.  With more than 1,000 grants awarded and a total of over $169 

million invested, CCFA has played a role in every major scientific 

breakthrough in IBD, from generating data that led to new therapies to the 

discovery of the first gene for Crohn's disease. 

In addition to supporting individual studies and reports, CCFA provides 

research training awards to emerging researchers to help ensure their 

continued work in the field of IBD throughout their careers. In fact, many 

of today's most prominent researchers received training awards from 

CCFA early in their careers.  

Types of Crohn’s and Colitis Research 

CCFA supports both Basic and Clinical research. Basic research studies the complex interactions between genes, 

bacteria, and the immune response in IBD. Clinical research focuses on translating the findings of basic research into 

new treatments for people with Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis. While the methods and immediate outcomes 

are different, both basic and clinical research are contributing to our greater understanding of the causes, symptoms, 

and ultimate cures for Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis. 

Goals of Research 

While we’ve learned a great deal about Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis, and have made very significant 

advances, there are still many unanswered questions. Some of the most pressing challenges facing researchers 

include: 

 Understanding the causes of Crohn's disease or ulcerative colitis.  
 Discovering medication that induces remission and prevent relapses in all patients.  
 Preventing complications like abscesses, fistulae, obstruction, and cancer.  
 Predicting and preventing the onset of disease in high-risk individuals.  

CCFA Partners  

CCFA Partners is an online registry designed to enable IBD patients 

to be active participants in IBD research. Over 11,000 IBD patients 

have enrolled to date and the goal is to enroll as many patients as possible in an online registry to help physicians 

obtain a better understanding of issues facing IBD patients, how patients are functioning, what they eat, and how they 

receive treatment in different areas of the country. Key areas of research focus within CCFA Partners include: 

medication adherence, diet, and other health behaviors that may influence the course of IBD. Patient-reported data 

collected through the CCFA Partners registry is already providing vehicles for additional studies such as how well 

patients adhere to their treatment regimes and methods patients use that may help prevent relapse of disease. For 

more information, please see www.ccfapartners.org.  

Learn more at www.ccfa.org/science-and-professionals  

In 2012, CCFA awarded 160 

research projects a total of 

$17.5 million. There are 

currently 5 projects being 

funded in the Northwest 

Chapter for a total of $1.5 

million. See reverse for details. 



Current Research Studies Being Funded by CCFA in the Northwest Chapter 

Researcher: Elisa Katherine Boden, M.D. Institute: Benaroya Research Institute at Virginia Mason in   

Seattle, WA 

Type of Award: Fellowship Research Award ($174,750) Award Period: July 1, 2009 through July 1, 2013 
 

Overview: Dr. Boden is studying the factors that shape the proper development, survival, and function of a type of 

immune cell called "regulatory T cells."   Regulatory T cells are believed to be important for controlling inflammation in 

the intestines in health and disease.   This work may allow for the development of novel therapies for inflammatory 

bowel disease that seek to suppress inflammation by expanding the number or function of regulatory T cells. 

 

Researcher: Ru Chen, PhD    Institute: University of Washington in Seattle, WA 

Type of Award: Senior Research Award ($395,305) Award Period: July 1, 2008 through June 29, 2012  
 

Overview: Protein signatures for ulcerative colitis (UC) and its risk for colorectal cancer  

 

Researcher: Algirdas Joseph Jesaitis   Institute: Montana State University in Bozeman, MT 

Type of Award: Senior Research Award ($386,100) Award Period: July 1, 2010 thru July 1, 2013 
 

Overview: Dr. Jesaitis’ study examines the structure of formyl peptide receptors, aka FPR for short and whether certain 

modifications in its structure, called phosphorylations, control its signaling and whether a collection of the cytokines 

released by distressed body cells in the intestinal tissue affect the way FPR is turned on or off. These studies will tell us 

what cytokines may need to be controlled to stop the invasion of white cells into inflamed intestinal tissue and whether 

FPR itself needs to be the focus of such efforts. This work may thus ultimately lead to the development of therapeutic 

strategies that can control inflammation and control IBD.    

 

Researcher: Florence Roan, M.D., Ph.D.   Institute: Benaroya Research Institute in Seattle, WA 

Type of Award: Research Fellowship Award ($174,750) Award Period: July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2013 
 

Overview: Thymic stromal lymphopoietin (TSLP) is an epithelial cell-derived cytokine that can modulate T cell responses 

that may be important in IBD immunopathogenesis. The proposed studies will define the role of TSLP in gut immune 

function in IBD and could provide novel therapeutic approaches in the treatment of IBD. 

 

Researcher: Melissa Hirose Wong, Ph.D.   Institute: Oregon Health & Science University in Portland, OR 

Type of Award: Senior Research Award ($347,490) Award Period: January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2015 
 

Overview: Fusion between intestinal epithelial cells and circulating blood cells is widespread with inflammation. This 

means that a large portion of the intestinal epithelium is now composed of cells that may not function like normal 

intestinal epithelial cells. This has impact on how the epithelium will functionally repair itself in the face of inflammatory 

insult associated with Ulcerative colitis (UC) and Crohn’s disease (CD). More importantly, these cells may not function 

normally in organizing the gut-associated immune system. Importantly the physiologic impact of these cells on IBD is not 

known. Our study will combine novel tools and approaches in mice and in cell culture to examine the importance of these 

cells on intestinal epithelial regeneration and immune function. Moreover, the fingerprint of cell fusion might be used as 

a predictive biomarker to identify cancer risk in IBD. Our proposed studies have the potential to examine a novel 

observation in understanding the many complex alterations that occur in IBD.  

 

Total: $1,478,395 or $1.5 million.  

 

Updated February 2013. The most up-to-date list can be found at http://www.ccfa.org/science-and-

professionals/research/grants-fellowships/grants-list.html  

http://www.ccfa.org/science-and-professionals/research/grants-fellowships/grants-list.html
http://www.ccfa.org/science-and-professionals/research/grants-fellowships/grants-list.html

