
2016 Accomplishments
Serving the inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD) community, the 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation is uniting to care & cure. 

EDUCATION, SUPPORT, AND ADVOCACY  
Drove dramatic increases in patient knowledge of IBD  
and engagement in championing important patient issues

AWARENESS  
Significantly enhanced public awareness and  
connected more individuals to the IBD communityTO

CARE

in patient and professional programs
804,201 participants

patient advocates 
made legislative visits  
during the Foundation’s  
Day on the Hill

112
members of  
Congress 
in the Crohn’s &  
Colitis Caucus  
supporting our cause

65
pediatric patients 
at Camp Oasis

1,093  
support group 
participants

7,300   

answered inquiries 
by the IBD Help Center

12,975
medical professionals 
served

16,273 
participants in 
education programs

444,173 
donated hours 
from volunteer  
medical professionals

7,427  

raised funds and awareness through Take Steps,  
spin4 crohn’s & colitis,  and Team Challenge

43,519 individuals

impressions around Crohn’s  
& Colitis Awareness Week 

4 million
visits to  
crohnscolitisfoundation.org 

4 million 

QUALITY OF CARE 
Made key advances in promoting patient and provider  
partnerships to increase the quality of care for all IBD patients

participating in IBD 
Qorus™, the Foundation’s 
quality of care initiative  

20 sites
developed 
targeting management of
anemia and proper nutrition 

2 care pathways

Our mission: To cure Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis, and to improve the quality of life of children and adults affected by these diseases.
888-694-8872 • info@crohnscolitisfoundation.org • www.crohnscolitisfoundation.org
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LEADING IBD RESEARCH:  
Advanced the work of developing new treatments  
more than in any other single year 
• $30 million invested in research
• $298 million invested since the Foundation’s inception
• 200 active research projects
• Partnered with researchers in 11 countries

TO
CURE

DISEASE FACTORS 
Dramatically increased our understanding of the 
factors that contribute to IBD in order to lead to 
individualized therapies, preventions, and cures
• Microbiome Initiative 

• 102 bacterial metabolites associated with IBD identified and validated
• Sophisticated computational tools developed to study the microbiome 
• Tested several dietary strategies that alter the microbiome

• Genetics Initiative
• 215 risk genes associated with IBD discovered to date
• 15 animal models generated to study most promising genes to target

• Environmental Triggers Initiative launched to study exposures that may  
contribute to IBD

RESEARCH EXCHANGE 
Drove pioneering advances to aggregate big data and speed 
the treatment development process
• Developed IBD Plexus®, a research and information exchange platform that enables scientists, 

researchers, clinicians, and patients to capture, organize, and share large amounts of data. This 
will accelerate research into the causes, treatments, and cures of IBD.

CITIZEN SCIENTISTS 
Significantly elevated the role of patients and 
caregivers, who contributed ideas and participated 
in studies to accelerate progress
• After following 1,100 pediatric patients through the groundbreaking RISK  

Stratification Study, identified predictors of disease complications in 
children newly diagnosed with Crohn’s disease

• Through CCFA Partners, engaged 16,100 adults and children who are 
contributing personal data to advance science and influence the research agenda

• A patient-generated question received through CCFA Partners led to the 
first-ever national study of dietary interventions for Crohn’s patients

LEADING IBD RESEARCH 
Advanced the work of developing new treatments  
more than in any other single year 

invested in research  
$30 million

research projects 
200 active invested since the 

Foundation’s inception 

$298 million Partnered with  
researchers in 
11 countries


